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Children of the world are invited to participate in celebrating the 20™
Anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child by joining
in a letter-writing campaign on the need for HIV diagnosis and treatment
for children. This is being facilitated by the Ecumenical HIV Advocacy
Alliance who have a stall at the International AIDS Conference held in
Durban this week. Children can choose who to send their letters to—
government decision makers or pharmacy companies and so on.
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The details of the campaign can be found on the website. A simple
printed resource called: "Prescription for Life" is available for adults
working with children affected by HIV/AIDS, with advice on how they can
facilitate this campaign. It is available in English, French and Spanish.
The guide can be downloaded or viewed at: http://www.e-alliance.ch/ or
obtained at their bookstall at the AIDS Conference

Children’s Rights Centre
UNTIL MAY 30th
480 Smith St
DURBAN 4001
Tel:: 031 3076075
Fax: 031 3076074
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19th to 21st May 2009 in Durban
Application form attached separately
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NewsBytes on Children’s Rights March 2009

- a serious criminal offence

a serious criminal offence with se-
vere consequences

When the images are of a child under 18, or even a child who APPEARS to be under 18, this is a crimi-
nal offence - distributing child pornography. In terms of both the Films & Publications Act and the Sex-
ual Offences Act it is an offence to create, produce, to be in possession of, or distribute child pornogra-
phy. There is NO provision in either Act that allows for the creation, production and distribution of
child pornography under ANY circumstances.
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“Child pornography”
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Adv Dawn Coleman
Senior State Advocate: Sexual Offences and Community Affairs Unit.
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Basic economic security for households is essential if children are to access their
rights. A basic household income is needed to provide for children’s health and educa-
tion. food and shelter, clothes and clean water, necessary transport and their overall
developmental needs including recreation and play. Impressive results in improving
child and family wellbeing have been seen in programmes with income transfer efforts,
in several African countries - like the successful Zambian pilot project that provided
about R150 per month to the poorest 10% of households.

In South Africa, post-1994 policies, including social security policies, have failed to suf-
ficiently address the massive structural problems in the country, such as unemploy-
ment, endemic poverty as well as huge inequalities. ' e
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Since 1993 social grants have been extended to a much greater number of people,
and over 12 million people receive social assistance at present. However, many peo-
ple are still excluded. Firstly assistance is only given to those traditionally considered
vulnerable like the old, young and disabled. Secondly, means-testing has been main-
tained, although it is expensive, cumbersome and discretionary - and too often leads
1o either incorrect exclusion on the one side or fraudulent or un-transparent behaviours
on the other.
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As civil society we will use our collective strength to call for a C 5
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The state to provide a clear road map that demonstrates how the right to social secu-
rity within a genuinely reasonable framework will be realised as guaranteed in our
Constitution:

1. The establishment of the Social Development Advisory Board as provided for
the relevant Act as a multi-stakeholder body to oversee THE ROLL-OUT AND
MONITORING OF A COMPREHENSIVE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM.

2. The South African Government to ratify the International Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESECR).
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The World Water Council (WWC) says water is NOT a right and providers of water should
be able to make a profit.
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"We recognise that access to water and sanitation is a human right and we are committed
to all necessary actions for the progressive implementation of this right". The President of
the UN General Assembly Miguel D'Escoto Brockmann, agrees 'water is a public trust, a
common heritage of people and nature, and a fundamental human right. | am convinced
that we must challenge the notion that water is a commaodity to be bought and sold on the
open market.”

In Johannesburg, 7 May 2008 - 'Water is life, sanitation is dignity - this case is about the
fundamental right to have access to sufficient water and the right to human dignity,” said
Judge Moroa Tsoka in the Johannesburg High Court last week.

In a class-action suit, five residents of Phitk. one of Soweto's poorest townships, asked the
court to order the city to provide at least 50 litres of free water per person per day, double
what they currently receive but the basic minimum prescribed by the World Health Organi-
sation.

But the court said there was no heed for the water utility to recoup invesitments, and in-
sisted that Johannesburg City had both the financial means and access to sufficient water
to provide 50 litres per person per day.
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The KZN Substance Abuse Forum, is made up of stakeholders from government departments,
NGO'’s, CBO'’s, FBO’s and the business community, who are mandated in terms of the National
Drug Master Plan to support member organisations, networking and the flow of information. The
main function of the Forum is, however, to support member organisations in carrying out their pro-
grammes.

It is in this light that the Forum was approached to address the concern regarding substance abuse
programmes that are being rolled out to learners in school and in the community. The KZN Sub-
stance Abuse Forum acts as a “clearing house”, which is able to endorse legitimate programmes
that are in line with best practices and provide correct information to learners.
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The Forum ensures that departmental criteria are being adhered to, and that services are coordi-
nated and authorisation obtained, for accredited programmes to be implemented at schools. The
following programmes are currently endorsed by the Forum.

TADA Teenagers Against Drug Addiction -SANCA

KEMOJA—Department O f Social Development
3. BE Free- Drug Free—Department of Education ; Department of Health

In light of the above, you are encouraged to consult with the Forum to ascertain the credibility of a
programme before it is implemented.




